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Worksheet 4 
Applying the environmental justice tools in practice: Yasuni ITT case

Short explanation of the case

The Yasuní-ITT Initiative is to consider in the framework of a post-developmentalist and post-extractivist paradigm and the construction of a society based on buen vivir, thanks to indigenous movements and civil society struggles. They proposed not to exploit oil in the Yasuní National Park, aiming at 1) preserving the Amazon biodiversity and the ancestral cultures, defined as global commons, 2) reducing carbon dioxide emissions, and 3) respecting indigenous peoples’ rights. Initially, President Correa (partially) adopted this proposal. 

However, after several second thoughts and an overall enlargement of the oil border, in August 2013 he decided to abandon the Initiative. However, it should not be considered as a wasted occasion, as it represents the first step of a process which has started. The second step could be a moratorium on hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation in protected areas and indigenous and tribal territories, supported by existing international principles. The third one should be the change in the development and consumption model aiming at buen vivir. 
The indigenous communities living in the Yasuní National Park need protection, as well as their unique environment. However, they are also proactive players in shaping a national (and international) “development” agenda. They contributed to the struggles that led to the recognition of the rights of Nature and of indigenous peoples in the Ecuadorian constitution, they resisted as long as they could to the oil exploitation plans (Plan B), and most interestingly, they offer, with their way of life, an example of longstanding management of a global commons, the Amazon rainforest. In this sense, the idea of a moratorium on hydrocarbon exploitation and exploration and the change of development and consumption model aiming at buen vivir are strongly connected.
In this time of economic, social and cultural crisis, alternatives can rise from the “periphery” and from marginalized groups. Indigenous movements in Latin America may represent this alternative, even if they shall face conflicts. The attempt by the Yasunidos movement to demand a referendum on oil exploitation in the Yasuní Park in Ecuador, even if it failed, shows that social movements can use legal tools in their struggle for socio-environmental justice. On the other hand, both the Chevron-Texaco case and the Sarayaku case are two successful (Ecuadorian) examples of this possibility. 


Further reading

* Duke WordPress Sites, Yasuni-ITT: An Overview and Current Debates, Duke University, [online]
http://sites.duke.edu/writing101oilinecuador/3-the-yasuni-itt-initiative-and-the-challenges-it-faced/
* República del Ecuador, United Nations Development Programme UNDP (2010) *Ecuador
Yasuní ITT Trust Fund: Terms of Reference*, 28 August 2010, [online] http://mptf.undp.org/yasuni
* Amazonía por la vida (2012a) *El Sumak Kawsay es sin petróleo*, Quito [online]
http://www.amazoniaporlavida.org/es/files/descargas/yasuni-sumak-kawsay-es-sin-petroleo.pdf
* Asamblea Nacional (2013) Resolución sobre la Declaratoria de Interés Nacional sobre la explotación de los campos 31 y 43, 04/10/2013. [online]
http://suia.ambiente.gob.ec/documents/40785/42337/Resoluci%C3%B3n+Asamblea+Nacional.pdf/1af8c026-3949-42e9-afe6-319c1a1906b4
* Temper, L. et al. (Eds) (2013) *Towards a Post-Oil Civilization. Yasunization and other initiatives to leave fossil fuels in the soil* Environmental Justice Organizations, Liabilities and Trade, EJOLT Report n. 6. [online] http://www.ejolt.org/2013/05/towards-a-post-oil-civilization-yasunization-and-other-initiatives-to-leave-fossil-fuels-in-the-soil/
* Chapter 4 in http://www.ejolt.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Ejolt-report-13_low.pdf
* EJOLT film http://www.ejolt.org/2012/05/new-ejolt-movie-on-yasuni-good-living/
* GeoYasuní, geographic research project on Yasuní http://www.geoyasuni.org/
* EJOLT map of conflicts in Ecuador: http://ejatlas.org/country/ecuador  


Please, discuss and answer the following questions.
Ecological debt

1. Has an ecological debt arisen in the case that you are discussing? If so, how has it arisen? 
2. Who are debtors and who are creditors? 
3. Would it be possible to quantify the debt in biophysical measures or in monetary terms? 
4. From the perspective of achieving environmental justice, what could be the advantages of identifying (and possibly quantifying) an ecological debt? 
5. Are there any potential risks or disadvantages in doing so?
Health and risks

1. What are the key impacts on human health in the case you are discussing?

2. Could any of these impacts be prevented? If so, how?

3. What indicators could illustrate the presence of health impacts?

Evaluation

1. What are the types of damages that are important for the different stakeholders in the case?

2. Which methods can be used to estimate damages and liabilities? 

3. Are there any possible drawbacks to using the evaluation? 

Legal pathways

1. Have any legal pathways been used in the case? if yes, what? If not, what legal pathways can be used?

2. What are or can be the contents of the complaint and the results expected by the applicants?
3. What are or would be the symbolic and practical results of the sentence? 

EJOLT map

1. Are there other similar cases in other parts of the world? 

2. Did any of them have success preventing or stopping the project? What were the factors of success?
3. Is there a possibility to link with other cases to exchange know-how and experience? If so, what can you learn from other projects?

Other interesting aspects
1. How did the central role played by indigenous peoples and EJOs impact the case?
2. Why did Yasuni ITT eventually fail, notwithstanding the national and international attention?
3. What contribution can the concept (and practice) of buen vivir offer to a global transition process?
